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Title of the Projects Content KZ |KG| TJ | TR | UZ B R

starts ends

University of Central Asia (UCA) Eﬁ?\;ﬁ?ﬁgﬂal e o o 2000 —
DCI — National Qualification Qualification
Frameworks in Central Asia framework ¢ ®° ¢ 2005 2008
Central Asian Network for Quality assurance
Quality Assurance and o agre e e e | @ 2008 | 2012
Accreditation
Professional Education and Research
Vocational Training in Central networks/clusters/ | ® | ® | @ 2010 2018
Asia projects
Documentation for Quality ITC platforms e o o 2011 2014
Assurance of Study Programmes p
Modernization and Development Research
of Curricula on Pedagogy and | Lo etugiors | @ | @ | @ 2011 | 2014
Educational Management in the roiect
Central Asian Countries projects
Second Regional Inter-university ..
Conference on the Training of Teaqhers training, e o 2012 2012

; credit system
Professional Teachers
QUADRIGA: Qualification
Frameworks in Central Asia: Qualification
Bologna-Based Principles and framework il I g 2012 2015
Regional Coordination
TUCAHEA: Towards a Central
Asian Higher Education Area: Academic mobility
Tuning Structures and Building  |schemes IR IR I 2012 2015
Quality Culture
B-Brussels: ICI — European Research
Higher Education Fairs in Central |networks/clusters/ | ® | @ | @ | ® | @ 2014 2017
Asia and Asia projects
Central Asia Education .
Cooperation Network (CAEN) Web network il Il g ¢ 2000
Central Asian Education Platform | Web network e o o o o 2010 —
Subregional Cooperation in L
Managing Education Reforms Policy dialogue el ° 2000 2003
Dialogue on Innovative Higher L
Education Strategies (DIES) Policy dialogue I 2002 2010
DCI - Skills Development for L
Poverty Reduction (SDPR) Policy dialogue e o o 2006 2008
Reform of Educational Systems S
in Central Asia Policy dialogue e o o o 2009 2016
Central Asian Education Platform L
~Phase 1 (CAEP 1) Policy dialogue e o o o o 2012 2015
CAEP 2: Central Asia Education Policy dialogue e o ol e | @ 2015 2018

Platform — Phase 2 (CAEP 2)
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16:00~18:30 ARSIty 3> @
Joint Panel Organized by

the JACAS and the European Society for Central Asian Studies (ESCAS)
Moderator: INSEBAYEVA Sabina (Tsukuba University)

16:00—17:20 JACAS-ESCAS Joint Panel 1: Book Launch

“The Russian Conquest of Central Asia. A Study in Imperial Expansion, 1814 —1914"
MORRISON, Alexander (University of Oxford)

Discussant: UEDA Akira (Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO)

17:30—18:30 JACAS-ESCAS Joint Panel 2: Lecture
“Why Can’t We Really Blame Informality for Weak Governance in Central Asia and the Former

USSR Region: Sharing Reflections and Evidence from the Shadow Economy Index Calculation”
POLESE, Abel (ESCAS Board member, Ritsumeikan University, Dublin City University)

*FERE, FRE WHWEOTIRIIVT L HEREOLDOTY,
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The Russian Conquest of Central Asia.
A Study in Imperial Expansion, 1814 — 1914

MORRISON, Alexander

The Russian conquest of Central Asia was perhaps the 19th century’s most dramatic and
successful example of European imperial expansion, adding 1.5 million square miles of territory and
at least 6 million people - most of them Muslims - to the Tsar’s domains. This book is the first
comprehensive military and diplomatic history of the conquest to be published for over a hundred
years. From the earliest conflicts on the steppe frontier in the 1830s, to the annexation of the Pamirs
in the early 1900s, it gives a detailed account of the logistics and operational history of Russian wars
against Khogand, Bukhara and Khiva, the capture of Tashkent and Samarkand, the bloody subjection
of the Turkmen, and the decision-making processes that launched these campaigns. It also explores in
depth Russian diplomatic relations with Central Asian states and peoples, China, Persia and the British
Empire. It rejects the most commonly-advanced arguments to explain the Russian conquest, namely
that it was an attempt to threaten the British in India (the so-called ‘Great Game’) or that it was driven
by economic motives and the need for cotton for Russian industry. Instead it argues that Russian
relations with Central Asian states and peoples were of much greater importance in explaining the
dynamics and motives for conquest, and above all Russian fears for their imperial prestige and
resentment of Central Asian ‘insolence’. Based on ten years of archival research in Russia,
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Georgia and India, on Persianate chronicles and an abundance of campaign
memoirs, this book explains how Russia acquired and governed a colonial empire in Central Asia,

with consequences that still resonate today.

(New College, Oxford)
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Why Can’t We Really Blame Informality for Weak Governance
in Central Asia and the Former USSR Region:
Sharing Reflections and Evidence from the Shadow Economy Index Calculation

POLESE, Abel

Despite the growing number of studies featuring “informality” in their title, from the post-
socialist region as elsewhere, little has been done to reach a consensus on what informality means,
how to measure it and, in general, towards a widely agreeable theorisation of the phenomenon. In
addition, a large amount of studies have tended to rely on a mere intuitive understanding of the
phenomenon, often intended as “the opposite of formal”, contributing to topical confusion rather than
better define what informality may be.

Stemming from this “terminological chaos” this intervention frames the Eurasian debates on
informality in global ones. It traces the links between the theoretical findings from the post-socialist

region and their counterpart in wider debates, which is shown in the table below.

Table 1: Geography of Informality

Discipline Main focus Geographical scope
Economics Development economics Developing world
. . Non-Western world (with an eye
Plannin Development world urban settin;
g P € |for Western world)
(Human) Geography Alternative economies Worldwide
Area studies Geting things done Eurasia (expanding)
. . Constructing alliances, influence |International organizations, global
International relations . - i,
political decisions politics
. Political negotiations, policy Russia, national politics,
Policy and governance . . . .
making relationship between elites
... . Corruption, nepotism, The non-Western world with a
Political science . L . .
neopatrimonialism particular focus on Eurasia

Source [Polese 2021]

Informality has been used in different parts of the world and with different meanings depending
on the discipline, a thing that this study is set out to explore to then show the possible contributions of

Eurasian studies to global debates, which is summarised in the table below.
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Table 2: Main Tendencies on Informality in the Eurasian Region

Classic Contribution to debates

In addition to bribing, informal payments have shed
light on the personal side of economic relations
that sometimes drifts into activities simplistically
classified as “corrupt”

Corruption

In addition to attempts to measure shadow
Shadow economy economies, some regional studies have tested novel
measurement methodologies

Before and after the “corruption line” there are
Informal governance activities that depend on inter-personal relations that
influence top or mid-range politics

Citizens not respecting the rules, or engaging in
State-citizen relations, dependency and the everyday |illegal activities, can be seen as attempting to
survive, boycotting or protesting against the state

Source: Adapted from Polese [2019]
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